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Repairing of soft tissue defects of foot with reverse island skin flap nourished by sural nerve vasa vasorum
ZHOU Xin-hua *, RUAN Hong-bo , LIANG Qun , CHEN Gang , CHEN An-min , LI Guo-hui. "Department
of Orthopedics , Tongji Hospital , Tongji Medical School , Huazhong University of Science and Technology ,
Wuhan 430030 P. R. China.

[ Abstract)

with reverse island skin flap nourished by vasa vasorum of the sural nerve.

Objective To investigate the clinical outcome of the repairing of soft tissue defects of foot
Methods The skin flap was de-
signed with sural nerve and its vasa vasorum as the pedicle ,and was harvested from the posterior crural re-
gion based on the size of the wounds. The defects of the foot in eighteen patients were repaired by reverse
Results All the
skin flaps survived. The biggest skin flap was 10.5 cm x 16.5 cm in size. The donor sites healed well with

transplantation of the skin flap. The state of the skin flaps was observed post-operatively.

negligible change in appearance and function. Conclusion Reverse gastrocnemius musculocutaneous flap

nourished by sural nerve vasa vasorum was easily procured with high survival rate, and it could be an ideal

flap for the repair of soft tissue defect of the foot.
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