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[ Abstract ]

healing have made great progress in China in the past 50 years.

The basic and clinical research in wound

The method of " intermingle skin transplantation" which
was first advocated by surgeons of Ruijin Hospital in 1966 great-
ly reduced the amount of autologous donor skin, thus making the
coverage of an extensive burn wound possible. This method is al-
so known as " Chinese therapy". In 1986, doctors of Jishuitan
Hospital reported successful coverage of an extensive burn wound
with microautografts and allogeneic skin. The basic research of
wound healing has been carried out since 1992, a series of stud-
ies showed the characteristics of biological behaviours of cells in
concern, extracellular matrix and growth factor, the mechanism
underlying progressive injury in deep second burn wound, the
effect of " skin island" and the local immune tolerance induced
by it (which are the key factors of intermingle transplantation).
The induction of local immune tolerance has now become the re-
search hot subject of skin transplantation immunology. Stem cell
research in the field of wound healing has been extensively car-
ried out. The theory of " dermal template defection” has been
proposed as one of the mechanisms of scar formation. On the
other hand, great progress has been achieved in the treatment of
burns on the basis of clinical researches. Doctors of PLA 304
hospital found that excision of eschar on patients with extensive
deep burn injury at early shock stage greatly decreased the oc-
currence of complications and mortality. Doctors of Ruijin Hos-
pital reported that healing of deep second burn wound could be
improved by tangential excision of burn eschar within 24 hours
after burn injury. Doctors of Xiangya Hospital reported patients
suffering from deep burns of the hands got satisfied functional
restoration when treated with tangential excision of eschar while
degraded dermal tissue could be retained with transplantation of
autoskin grafts.
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